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The Shakespeare Inn 


Awarm, friendly atmosphere with 
excellent real ales 


Wide selection of wines and gins 


Great homemade, traditional pub 
lunches, dinners and snacks 


Cosy log fire 


Large garden 


Upcoming Events 
Friday 31st January from 8pm 
Louise James 
Friday 28th February from 7:30pm 
Greg Brice 
Friday 27th March from 8pm 
Tom Hall 


Opening times Food served 


HAPPY 
HOUR 


FRIDAY 6 -8 PM 


DOUBLE UP FOR FREE 
ON ALL SPIRITS 


Bottleof Proseeco 
Only £15 


Saturday 
+ hs 


Events and offers 


Monday: 16:00 - 23:00 18:00 - 21:00 
Tuesday: 16:00 - 23:00 18:00 - 21:00 
Wednesday: 16:00 - 23:00 18:00 - 21:00 CASK 
Thursday: 12:00 - 23:00 12:00 - 21:00 MARSUE 
Friday: 12:00 - 23:00 12:00 - 21:00 Happy hour 18:00 - 20:00 4 
Saturday: 12:00 - 23:00 12:00 - 21:00 Bottle of Prosecco £15 - All day 
Sunday: 10:00 - 20:00 10:00 - 16:00 Brunch from 10:00 | Lunch from 12:00 

01789 750388 


The Shakespeare Inn, Chapel Street, Welford on Avon, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 8PX 


WELCOME 


Welcome again to Welford Matters and to 2020 — a new year and a new 
decade! Thank you to everyone who offered their help in distributing the 
magazine and to our Friends of Welford Matters who have donated most 
generously. Christmas is now more or less “wrapped up” for another year; 
the village seemed to celebrate in style with its Christmas parties and 
events and with many houses and gardens decorated for the festivities. 
Many people commented that they thought this year’s external lighting on 
St. Peter’s Church looked particularly impressive. 

It was with sadness that we learnt of the death of Peter Barnes, our 
District Councillor earlier this month — an unforgettable character who was 
always keen to ensure we had his regular contribution to the magazine. We 
publish a few words in his memory in this issue. 

Our “What’s On” section provides a summary of the upcoming events around the village including the 
Spring Quiz Night in aid of Welford’s Cricket Club in the Memorial Hall on 29th February. Speaking of 
the Memorial Hall, please note that the Welford Wives have changed their meeting venue to the Memorial 
Hall at its new time of 7:45pm but still on the first Wednesday of the month. New members are very 
welcome! 

I would also draw your attention to the comments made by the Parish Council and by Mike Brain, our 
County Councillor on the subject of the village’s sewerage and drainage issues that Welford has 
experienced recently. The structure has failed with extremely unpleasant consequences in certain parts of 
the village — it is in need of urgent attention. An abridged version of a letter sent by the Parish Council to 
Severn Trent Water is reproduced in their update. 
Richard 


Dates for 2019 / 2020 


Deadline Publication 
Issue for articles & Distribution 


PSHpwdrop opening 


#23 (May/Jun) 17:00,8 May 23/24 May We are Opening at Elm Close, Suna Road on 10 and 
11 February if anyone would like to come and see the 


snowdrops in our garden. Timings are 11:30 am until 
3:30 pm, and the charge is £4 per head in aid of the 
National Garden Scheme. 

Would much appreciate your support (and help at 
any time with Open Gardens). 


#22 (Mar/Apr) 17:00,6Mar 21/22 Mar 


#24 (Jul/Aug) 17:00, 10 Jul 25/26 Jul 
#25 (Sep/Oct) 17:00, 11 Sep 26/27 Sep 


#26 (Nov/Dec) 17:00,6Nov 21/22 Nov 


Glenis Dyer 
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A full range of professional Foot Care 
Services are offered, including: - 


e Corn and Callus removal. + Fungal Nails d b 

. 
¢ Nail problems. ¢ Skin Conditions. war ro e 
e Diabetic Foot Care. « General treatment. 


Surgery Open Monday to Thursday 


TEL: 01789-614714 


WEB: www.the-bowyers.co.uk 
EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


Old Police House, Evesham Road, Binton, 


Find us on 


Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 9TE Facebook 
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bringing lauons 10 ie 


We already look after over 
and we’d love 
Wi . to bring your lawn to life too! 


We offer seasonal ‘weed and feed’ treatments 
that will keep your lawn looking lush, green and 
weed-free. 


We also provide: 

/ Hollow-tine aeration 
/ Scarification 

/ Oasis water conserver 


/ Lawn pest & disease control 
/ SlowMow - growth regulator 


GreenThumb ( . 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 


A Continuing Tale of Two Scarves 


Here is an update on the article entitled 'A Tale of Two 
Scarves' published in the September/October edition of 
Welford Matters (Issue 19). 

With a response from a lady in the village and the 
“Knitting for Crisis” group, we have sewn together 25 
blankets for the Birmingham City Mission. Each 
blanket is made up of 8 scarves, 2 metres long and it 
results in a lovely multicoloured blanket in shades of 
pink. The photograph above illustrates some of the 
completed blankets. 

My thanks to all who have helped in this project. 
Jan Harris 


Bidford on Avon & District 
Gardening Society 


Our next three meetings are: 
20th February - 'Personal Touches' by Rob Cole - a 
look at ornamentation in the garden. Rob, a previous 
speaker, is the owner of a beautiful garden in 
Feckenham which the Society has visited. There will 
also be a 'Bring & Buy' sale. 
19th March: 'Gardening for Bees' by Allan Wells. 
Allan will talk about what we can do in our own 
gardens to compensate for the loss of natural habitat, 
hedgerows and verges. 
16th April: Andy Pedrick, who has visited us on 
numerous occasions, both as a Show judge and a 
speaker, will give us ideas for growing unusual 
climbers and will bring along some examples. 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7:30 pm for 8 pm in the Crawford Memorial 
Hall, Bidford on Avon. Visitors are always welcome at 
£3.50, including refreshments. For further details 
please ring Annette Haines on 01789 268974 or go to 
www.bidfordgardens.com 
Janice Ferguson 


Community 


Season of Good Will 


Avon Cat Rescue have had a heart-warming time over 
Christmas. Apart from all the gifts of cat food, 
blankets and toys, we have met some wonderful new 
owners who have taken on some of our difficult or 
long-term cats and given them the chance of a proper 
home. 

Bella, a pretty fluffy tabby, 12 years old, had been 
waiting for a new home for 18 months and was passed- 
by many times. Then along came a young lady who 
wanted a companion and Bella was soon lying on a 
warm sofa enjoying lots of fuss. It was worth the long 
wait. We have other cats who have been equally 
fortunate, like Benjamin found in a carrier in a black 
sack, and Bob, a young cat with kidney disease. Both 
are now being spoilt in their forever homes. Altogether, 
295 cats and kittens were found new homes in 2019. 
All the adults were neutered, vaccinated and 
microchipped. No wonder we were so busy. 

Another year now and our first fund raising event 
will be our Jumble Sale on Saturday 15th February in 
the Memorial Hall. Do turn out your cupboards and 
bring any unwanted items to the hall on that Saturday. 
We always have a good turn-out and there will be lots 
of bargains. 

We look forward to a successful afternoon. 
Rosemary Spicer 
avoncatrescue.org 


January | February 2020 * Welford Matters 5 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Aggregates Site Waste 


Skip Hire Site Tippin 
‘i idea & Topsoil Reports 


Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 


. 01386 841181 .°] Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU DG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


( sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 


Peter Barnes 


It is with sadness that we learnt of the death of Peter Barnes, 
our District Councillor, on 3rd January 2020. He has been 
described as one of life’s characters and the many people 
who knew Peter will recognise that the phrase was almost 
made for him with his infectious laugh and no-nonsense 
views on almost any subject you cared to raise with him. He 
was very much a people’s person and was always aware of 


the things that really mattered to the residents he represented. 
He was regularly seen around the villages in his hi-vis jacket, 


on his bicycle and accompanied by his dog Max. 

Cllr Barnes first took office in 1990 and went on to serve 
continuously for more than 29 years, including a period as a 
County Councillor (and Chair) for Warwickshire. His 
background in farming made him a champion of 
environmental and wildlife issues which he brought to the 


fore in his involvement with planning matters and at planning 


committee meetings. 


Peter raised thousands of pounds for charity over the years 


through the sale of hand-made corn dollies that he made 
personally in the traditional way — a skill now rapidly 
disappearing. 


Tributes have been paid to Peter through social media, the 


local press and here in Welford Matters. He has been 


described as a “local champion” and one resident commented 


that “Welford without Peter will be like Welford without the 
Maypole”. 

Peter was a regular contributor to this magazine and was 
submitting pieces for inclusion right up until the end. The 
team here at Welford Matters send our sincere thoughts and 
condolences to his wife Stella and to his family. 


Community 


Memorial Hall Update 


It’s been a busy time at the Hall since the last edition of 
Welford Matters. 

We have been investing money raised during the year 
from the Street Fair and other activities in new facilities at 
the Hall. 

In the last few months Simpson Sound and Vision 
(Clifford Chambers) have installed a new PA system, 
projector and widescreen, with valued financial support 
from the Parish Council. This new equipment has been 
used by the History Society, Welford Wives, the Parish 
Council and at several bookings for parties and 
Christenings. 

It is hoped to re-introduce village cinema evenings in 
due course — so watch this space. 

We have installed 2 heavy duty steel storage lockers to 
house some of the external road signs, barriers and 
barbecues, etc, liberating valuable space in the Hall and 
tidying up the outside space, and we have just had the 
Hall floor refurbished. 

Bookings have been encouraging with 3 regular 
weekly Pilates sessions, 2 Christening parties and 2 
birthday parties in December alone. 

The Village Christmas party was a great success with a 
strong turn-out for a fun evening which got Christmas off 
to a great start. Kathy Bird hosted the now traditional 
table singing of The 12 Days of Christmas and a grand 
raffle was held with great prizes including those donated 
by generous traders in the village including Richard 
Blucks Farm Shop, The Bell Inn and Heaven Scent. 

The monthly coffee mornings and games afternoons 
continue to attract a good turn-out and this is a great way 
to meet and interact with other residents — mid week. 

The next project we want to progress with is the 
refurbishment of the bar area to make this a more 
attractive feature of the Hall and we will be working on 
fundraising for this through 2020. 

Our biggest fund-raiser is the Street Fair and this year 
the Fair will be on the afternoon of Sunday 7th June — so 
make a note in your diaries now, and as usual we count on 
the support of the whole village to make this a success. 

To simplify and ease the Hall booking process, we are 
now taking online payments and bookings by email at 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 
Peter Hook 
Hall Committee Chairman 
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Welford & Weston on Avon 
Memorial Hall 


Registered Charity No: 523032 
Charges for using the Memorial Hall 


Community use: 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £30:00 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 


Alternatively - by prior arrangement only - 
for sessions less than 4 hours: 
1 Hour = £15, 2 Hours = £20, 3 Hours = £25 


Commercial use: 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £50:00 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 


To book the Hall f\ STRATFORD 


please email 


STORE 


welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com CO.UK 


017839 720027 f 


Brin d BRe =) 


Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-for-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 

You might also like the fact that we offer the area’s biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 

Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're 
a Which? Trusted trader as well! What more could you ask for! 

Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain 
Studio right to your home or business - any day, evening or 
weekend. See the latest styles 
% with no obligation. Advice is free, 
p=. measuring is free, and 
expert fitting 
ee x 

is free’ 
too! 


Venetians | Intu Blinds | 
Senses Blinds | Roof Light Blinds 
Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | 
Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 


Which? 


Trusted trader 


Cricket Club Winter Update 


QUIZ NIGHT! 

After last year’s successful event, the cricket club Spring 
quiz night returns. 

When _ - 7:30 pm, Saturday 29th February. 

Where - Welford-on-Avon Memorial Hall 

Cost  -£10pp, which includes your food. 

Teams - 4-8 members 

Food _ - Last year, the club’s own Hairy Bakers 
provided a splendid BBQ. This year they are changing it 
up and will be serving up a wide variety of homemade, 
woodfired pizzas accompanied with dips and nibbles. 
Drink - A bar serving alcoholic and soft drinks will be 
running throughout the night. 

Tickets - Available from Will Gough by email 
william.gough99@btinternet.com, text 07928699202 or 
from The Maypole Stores. There is a limited capacity in 
the Memorial Hall so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. 


WINTER NETS 

While the weather may not realise it yet, summer is 
creeping up on us. If you have been inspired by Ben 
Stokes’ heroics and recovered from the tension of the 
World Cup Final, then winter nets are a great way to get 
involved before the season starts. 

When - 8-9pm, Thursday evenings, starting 27th 
February 

Where - Meon Vale Leisure Centre 

Who - All abilities are welcome — the club has been 
fortunate to welcome many new members over the past 
couple of years with a wide range of experience. With a 
Saturday league side, a Wednesday social side and some 
friendly games on a Sunday, if you like cricket then you 
will be welcomed into a friendly atmosphere. 


FOLLOW US 

For news and match reports, check out our Facebook 

page — just search for Welford-on-Avon Cricket Club 
For fixtures, results and statistics (including full 

scorecards of league games) visit our website: 

welfordonavon.play-cricket.com 


CONDOLENCES 

In addition to his years of public service, Peter Barnes 
was also a vice-president of the club for many years. Our 
thoughts are with this family at this difficult time. He 
will be missed. 


Community 
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Scouts 


ist Welford on Avon 


Jumble Sale 


Saturday 7 March 2020 1.00 pm 
Welford-on-Avon Memorial Hall 


Proceeds in aid of Welford Scout Group 


Items donated for the sale can be left at the hall on 
the morning of the sale. Please let us recycle your 
unwanted clothes, shoes, bags, bric-a-brac, books, 
DVDs and even those Christmas gifts you didn’t 
really want. 


I write this while our leaders, young leaders and parent 
helpers are taking a well-deserved break before the 
start of the new term. We have been busy planning a 
wide variety of activities for the youngsters and will 
hold our annual Jumble Sale on 7 March to raise funds 
for the group. Please do come along — you never know 
what treasures may be found! 

We finished 2019 with a joint Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers campfire. The singing was enthusiastic and 
tuneful and included an impromptu performance by the 
youngsters of the carol Feliz Navidad. This was the 
first time that the youngsters had taught the leaders a 
new song rather than vice versa. The great singing was 
rewarded with hot dogs and hot chocolate and the 
opportunity to roast marshmallows on Swedish log 
fires. 

The Swedish Log Fire comes from the German name 
“schwedenfackel”. It is beautiful in its simplicity and 
is definitely worth trying to make. Once made and 
burning well these are a very efficient way to cook. To 
make: select a stable log that stands on its end well and 
is cut flat at the other end is so it can safely support 
your pot or pan, cut a cross in the top (the cuts should 
go approximately 4/Sths of the way down through the 
log, the remaining 1/Sth helps the log to hold together 
while burning). Make the fire by setting alight very 
fine tinder and shavings placed into the cracks. Enjoy 
cooking! 

Maria Smith 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com 
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Gardening 


CLEARING AWAY THE DEBRIS 


January can be a depressing time to 
contemplate the garden. Begin by 
composting all the old top-growth 
from perennial plants (phlox, 
Michaelmas daisies, lilies, agapanthus, 
gaura, brunneras, crocosmias, 
delphiniums, podophyllums, lobelia etc.) 

Next, a quick run round with the 
mower (set high if your mower has a 
suitable adjustment) will clear up 
many of the leaves that have fallen 
over winter. 

If you have a car jet washer use it to 
wash your patio, concrete or slabbed 
paths etc, to remove algae which 
becomes slippery and dangerous. If 
you have a greenhouse or cold-frame, 
clean the glass, replacing any that is 
broken. 

Clear out old flower-pots that are 
lurking in your shed or behind the 
compost bins. If you are saving some 
for use in Spring, give them a spruce 
up - I find an old trug with a splash of 
washing-up liquid in the (warm) water 
works a treat. 


Tree Peony 


Over time, worms will pull fallen 
leaves into the soil, to decompose and 
help feed your garden. However, if 
the layer of leaves is too heavy you 
may not see your earliest flowers 
(snowdrops, aconites, cyclamen coum 
etc), so excess leaves can be GENTLY 
raked up and stored in an old black bin 
liner — it needs a few holes in it, to aid 
aeration; in a year or so you will have 
beautiful leaf mould to treat your 
flower beds or pot plants. 

Prune LATE-FLOWERING shrubs 
— anything that flowers from mid-June 
onwards — like buddleia, roses, 
hibiscus, perovskia, lilac, fuchsias, 
wisteria, abutilon, ceanothus, deutzia, 
honeysuckle, escallonia, caryopteris, 
pittosporum, cotinus (smoke bush) 
euonymus, weigela, philadelphus, tree 
peonies, etc. (Hydrangeas are best left 
until April/May, as their old flower- 
heads provide some protection against 
late frosts, and magnolias are pruned 
from July onwards, after the sap stops 
rising). 
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I’ve not mentioned acers; these, I 
find, tend to die back in parts anyway, 
so just trim off the greyish stems. 

Like many other plants, the acer 
palmatum types “weep”, with new 
growth coming from the tops and 
sides. As lower stems lose access to 
light they die off, so their growth habit 
can be controlled and improved by 
“undercutting” — removing the lowest 
layer of branches. (This technique is 
useful for other weeping shrubs, too; if 
the plant label says “pendula” that 
means ““weeping”). 

Clearing the garden shed is highly 
therapeutic. Ensure all tools have 
been sharpened and cleaned, (wipe 
them with an oily rag when storing, to 
prevent rust) then hung up or stored so 
that they are readily found when 
needed. Then, “filing” done, enjoy 
2020 in the garden. 

Glenis Dyer 
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Crocosmia Star of the East 


Finishing Touches 


“<=> Interior Soft Furnishings ~~” 
EST 1990 


Curtains & Pelmets 
All Types of Blinds - Shutters 
Bespoke Poles & Tracks 
Headboards & Chairs 
Bedspreads 
Extensive Range of Fabrics & Wallcoverings 
Voiles & Trimmings 


Free Estimate & Design 
Full Measuring & Fitting Services 


Call Michelle on 01789 751899 
www. finishing-touches.info 


Finishing Touches 
Apple Edge, Headland Road, Welford-on-Avon 


Nightingales A 
Landscapes & Fencing ; 
All types of hard and soft 
landscaping; drives, patios, 
pergolas, planting, turfing, 
hedge and grass cutting, 


clearances & all types of 
domestic fencing 


No job too big or small 


Call Alan for a free, no obligation quote 


Mob: 07775 645223 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 


Counters 


Accounts 


Chartered 
Management 
Accountants Management Accounts 


Taxation 


Planning & Budgeting 


Making Tax Digital 


CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Cloud Accounting 
Bookkeeping & VAT 

Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 
Business Start Up 

TAG Financial Planning 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 


2019 was a busy year for Giancarlo 
Ungaro, General Manager of The Four 
Alls. It was his 15th year in restaurant 
management, and since 2015, he’s been 
a top manager for Oakman Inns, the 
pub’s owner. 

Giancarlo explained: “When Claudia 
left the Four Alls to pursue other 
opportunities, I was really excited to be 
offered the chance to come and run this 
beautiful pub. My experience has 
tended to be based more in towns and 
cities, so the opportunity to manage a 
proper village pub within a large 
community and with visitors from all 
over the world touring Shakespeare’s 
country and the River Avon was too 
good to miss. Funnily enough, it feels 
much more Italian in its values than I 
had expected. Everyone knows 
everyone else; people look out for their 
neighbours, and there’s a lot more 
sharing and caring —which is what a 
pub and hospitality is all about.” 

Since his arrival in September, 
which was the same week as the 
popular annual Overspload Festival, 
Giancarlo has been introducing himself 
to as many locals and neighbours as 
possible, including community leaders 
with whom the pub already enjoys 
strong relationships. 

Giancarlo said: “We’ve been helping 
local charities such as The Parenting 
Project with their fund-raising 
programmes and since the Football 
Club sadly closed, we’ve been looking 
for other ways to support our 
community. 

“In November, bad weather meant 
we had to postpone our Bonfire & 
Fireworks Night Party, which, thanks to 
the local authorities, we were able to 
quickly rearrange the following week. 
We'd learnt a lot from last year’s event, 
and through this and other events we 
managed to donate over £1,000 to local 
causes last year. We’ve had really nice 


feedback from Christmas and New 
Year - not only for our food and 
atmosphere but also for our team, 
including our Deputy Manager, Alexios 
Papapetros, who has been here since the 
refurbishment, and everyone else who 
worked so hard over the festive season 
to give our guests a great experience.” 
Although the decorations have been 
put away for another year, Giancarlo 
has no chance of a break just yet. 
“We’re working on our new 
Spring/Summer menu, which is going 
to be a real reflection of modern tastes 
and expectations — along with our 
popular pub classics. We already focus 
on sustainability, waste, and responsible 
sourcing and our chefs are developing 
more imaginative options for 
vegetarians and vegans — without 
making it an ‘issue’. We have a simple 
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philosophy — everything you choose to 
eat should be good for you and taste 
fantastic. That’s championed by our 
chefs who create each dish from scratch 
in front of your eyes using the finest 
ingredients from the best sources. We 
have recently been experimenting with 
the wood-fired pizza oven overnight to 
create some slow-cooked specials and 
we’re promising some delicious 
surprises over the coming weeks. It 
doesn’t matter whether it’s Halloumi, 
beetroot, pizza or fresh fish, we include 
everyone, and we feed them all.” 

The Four Alls is open every day for 
food, light bites, drinks, parties and 
meetings from breakfast until late. To 
book, phone us on 01789 332184 or 
visit: thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 
For news, follow us on Facebook or 
Instagram. 


Enhancing your Gardens 


HEDGING 


supply a wide variety of Root Ball Hedging, Instant Hedging, Screening, Pleached and Standard Trees. 
We supply hedging sizes from 20-40cm high up to 2 Metres plus. 


ra e P ote Nd 
, Common'Latirel , 
40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot 40 - ‘6bicm 2 Litre Pot 40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot 40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot 
1.8+ metre Root Ball 1.5 metre Root Ball 1.5 metre Root Ball 1.2+ metre Root Ball 
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Hawthorn : 


40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot | 40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot . re 60cm Bare Root 40 - sdon 2 Litre Pot 
1.8+ metre Root Ball 1.5 metre Root Ball 1.8 metre Root Ball 1.5 metre Root Ball 


tT: 01789 751766 M: 07957 873199 


E: enquiries@jkgardening.co.uk 
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Joan Scores a Century! 


A Welford resident for nigh on 40 years and keen England 
and County Cricket fan, Mrs Joan Preston celebrated notching 
up her century with a champagne reception on Monday 30th 
December 2019. The event was held at Quinton House 
Nursing Home which was bedecked with ‘Happy 100th 
birthday’ decorations’, and attended by two dozen of her local 
friends. Joan’s ninety-five year old cousin, Leslie Smith, and 
his two sons drove over from Lincoln. Catering was by Ian 
and Hannah at Shakespeare Kitchen and Joan’s cake was 
made by Sally McCluskey. 

Born in Lincoln, the only child of a carpenter and his wife, 
Joan was christened Joan Eveline Brown at St. Peter at Arches 
church ... and even that is a survivor. Originally at the junction 
of High Street and Silver Street in Lincoln, in 1936 when Joan 
was a teenager, the church was dismantled, moved to Lamb 
Gardens and rededicated to St. Giles. But it’s still there! Joan 
trained as a hairdresser, which still shows in her always 
elegantly coiffeured topknot! And her grandfather ran a pub in 
Horncastle — which might explain why she still enjoys a 
tipple! 

At the beginning of the second world war Joan joined the 
local cycling club and met Maurice Preston whom she 
married on 7th November 1942. So, just as an aside, her 100th 
birthday congratulations card was Joan’s third communication 
from the Queen! She and Maurice received one for their 60th 
and one for their 65th wedding anniversaries too. When 
Maurice was posted to Scotland for his reserved occupation of 
milk production, Joan became a wartime plane spotter and 
recalls many a cold night spent on the roof of the Glasgow 
Co-op. In fact she can still spot a Heinkel at two and a half 
miles should this very particular skill ever again be required! 


Community 
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After the war Maurice and Joan were moved to 
Cricklewood in London and from there to Durham. Finally, 
close to retirement, Maurice moved to the dairy at Redditch. 
Thus, on 23rd February 1979, Joan and Maurice bought a 
bungalow on the Long Marston Road in Welford on Avon 
called Litton Cheney — named after a Dorset village by its 
previous owners. This house soon became the scene of many 
an after-production party as the couple became enthusiastic 
members of the Welford Amateur Dramatics Society. A fact 
evidenced by the number of former members present at Joan’s 
birthday celebration. Kathy Bird even gave Joan a previously 
unseen photograph of Maurice performing in one of their 
productions. Assisted by Maurice’s efforts on their allotment 
in Headland Road, Joan also pitched herself into providing 
home-made soups, cakes and other produce for the WI stall in 
Stratford. 

After Maurice’s death in 2008, Joan remained in Welford 
until moving to Quinton House three years ago. Where, even 
though her vision is limited, Joan still insists on having the 
Sky sports channel in her room so she can listen to the cricket 
whenever she likes. 

Asked on her birthday to what she attributed her longevity, 
Joan replied ‘Leading a good life!’ But many would say 
‘STOICISM’. Like those ancient Greeks who believed that 
the path to happiness is found in accepting the moment as it 
presents itself, Joan believes in never looking back. In fact she 
is the living embodiment of the phrase ‘Onward ever 
Onward’! Many Happy Returns Joan! 

Written and photographed by 

Angela and Tony Charnock 

PS 

Sadly, Joan passed away on the 8th January 2020, 9 days 
after her party. 
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WELFORD GARAGE 


*~ 


Service & Repairs (all makes) 


~ 


MOT 


“®S 


Petrol Sales 


& 


Logs, Coal, Calor Gas 


Opening hours 
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm 


Binton Road, Welford-on-Avon 
01789 750200 
www.welfordgarage.co.uk 


Heaven Seont 


Flowers For All Occasions 
A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 
@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 
@ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 


@ Festive wreaths and gifts 


Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 


ila Jackson 


Painting & Decorating Service 


No job too big or small 
Professional Service 


07821 792943 01789 750879 


Aspire Beauty & Hair 
p y 


lelephone: 01789 750002 


We all deserve to be pampered and in this busy, 
stressful world, what better way to relax and unwind 
than a visit to Aspire Beauty & Hair Salon situated 
in the village of Welford on Avon 


Aspire Beauty & Hair offers a wide selection of affordable 
top-to-toe treatments including body massage, facials and 
waxing as well as specialised treatments in hair including 
colouring cuts and styling. For those unable to attend the salon 


we can also offer a mobile hairdressing service in your own home 


If you are stuck for a gift idea Aspire Beauty & Hair sell 
gift vouchers to be exchanged for treatments or products 
-young or old what better gift than being pampered! 


Affordable luxury in tranquil surroundings 
Aspire Beauty & Hair will leave you looking 
and feeling amazing... 


Email: aspirebeauty@btconnect.com 
Website: www.aspirebeautyandhair.com 
Facebook: @aspirebeautyandhair 


Instagram: aspirebeautyhait 


High Street 
Welford on Avon 
Stratford upon Avon 
Warwickshire 
CV37 SEI 


Mists or clear sky? 


The opening days of January this year have been 
characterised by two very different kinds of weather. Some 
days have been breath taking in their intensity with bright 
blue skies, white frosts and a clearness in the atmosphere 
that has dissolved distance. Other days have begun with a 
grey mist that enveloped the fields and rivers and made it 
difficult to see even a couple of yards ahead. Such is the 
variety of the proverbial British weather! 

The other day I read these words... 

God sends the mist that we might trust 
and the clear skies that we might have hope! 

Sometimes it does seem just like that.... 

There are times when we long to know the answers and 
to be able to look ahead and plan — but we just can’t. Our 
ability to see into the future can be just like being enveloped 
in mist which confuses and disorientates us for a while. 
None of us know what this year holds for us as a country 
and for us personally — but we can trust in our loving 
heavenly father. 

Then again, sometimes the future opens out wonderfully 
and we can see so clearly what our options are, what needs 
to be done, and which path we should take, and there is new 
hope of a new beginning. 

The festivals of the Church year echo these insights — 
though of course we don’t necessarily always feel elated at 
Christmas and thoughtful in Lent! Nevertheless, the variety 
of experience of our lives is echoed quite naturally in the 
events that we celebrate throughout the Church Year. It’s a 
part of the shared life of the community of faith. Part of our 
growth in faith is to learn from these experiences of worship 
and celebration and then to use these insights later in our 
daily life. 

We may well still be elated from the Christmas 
celebrations, (or we may be exhausted!) - but those feelings 
don’t last forever. May I suggest that an ongoing regular, 


A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ to Aaron and Chris (A.M. 
Electrical) for giving their time and effort to light up St. 
Peter’s Church, Welford for all to enjoy over Christmas. 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


committed and prayerful attendance at church is the way to 
open ourselves to all that God will give us in 2020. What 
we rest on, what we yearn for and what we hope to do are 
all His gift to us — designed to shape us, develop our 
character and create in us the image of Jesus. It’s what gives 
us hope. 

In our Benefice (another name for a Church family) of 
Welford, Weston, Quinton and Long Marston, there is 
definitely something for everyone each week of the year— it 
may be that we need to journey a little further afield to get 
the ‘exact’ service we want — and that’s ok, that’s why 
we’re a ‘Benefice’. But there again, you may be pleasantly 
surprised at what is on offer in your nearest church — come 
and give it a try — you never know — if the mists seem to 
have closed in, they may well clear and you could 
experience a wonderful blue sky day to lift your spirits. 

All the times of our church services can be found on 
achurchnearyou.com or on all the church notice boards. 

Remember - the mists and also the clear skies both have 
meaning within God’s plans for our lives .... 

God sends the mist that we might trust 
and the clear skies that we might have hope! 
Do come and join us whether it’s misty or clear! 
Best wishes 
Ros 


St. Peter’s 


See you at 
Messy Church on 
Sunday 2nd February 
& Sunday 1st March 
Welford & Weston 
Memorial Hall 
4 to 5.30 p.m. 


Music, Bible stories, amazing crafts 
and other creations to make. All 
followed by a shared tea. 


Bring the family along and join the 
fun! Look out for the banner outside 
the Memorial Hall. 


St Peter’s All Age Praise 


Y Join us on Sunday 16th February 


& Sunday 15th March 


9.30 a.m. in St. Peter’s Church 
An informal service for all ages 
followed by refreshments. 
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BRIAN SMITH 


i PAINTER & DECORATOR 
DOUGLAS LEWIS TREE COMPANY ; ' 
; Interior & Exterior 
Established 1980. Reasonable Rates 
\ 


For all aspects of tree & hedge work For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 772077 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations FURNITURE RESTORATION 
Tree condition reports Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
37 years experience By Craftsman Charles Bamett 
FULLY INSURED a French & Wax Polishing m= Furniture Stripped 
u Desks Re Leathered Locks opened & keys cut 


a Brass Polishing a Insurance work a speciality 
01789 751245 Established 1975 


Barton Road, Welford on Avon Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 


Call Karen today to arrange a 
consultation. 


Community 


A winter visitor to a High Street garden. 
Photo kindly submitted by Barbara Smalley 


Benefice Service Times 2020 


Week1| ‘Altogether’ | Holy Communion | 1°Saturday | HolyCommunion | Morning Praise ‘Messy 
Family Service of month BCP 11am Church’ 
for all ages ‘Messy Memorial 
Church’ Hall 


Week 2 Holy Morning Prayer Morning Praise 
Communion BCP 9.30am with Communion 


Week 3 Morning ‘More than Holy Communion All Age Praise 
Praise Coffee’ BCP 9.30am Family Service 
(Songs of Breakfast 10.30 for all ages 
Praise) Service 11am 
Week 4 Morning Holy Communion 
Praise with 
Communion 


Week 5 Usually Benefice Service Venue TBA 
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The Good Pub Guide: 


Warwickshire Dining Pub 
of the Year Winners 


for the sixth year in a row! 


THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS 


Colin, Teresa and the Team have been providing quality food 


=o 


Colin, Teresa and the Team have been providing quality food with 
outstanding service for you for the last 25 years! 


The summer of 2019 was clearly not as 
good as 2018, and we certainly had our 
fair share of rain in the latter part of the 
year, you only had to watch the news from 
around the country for evidence of that, as 
well as the rise and fall of our own river 
Avon. The trade off has been a mild winter 
thus far. With December being a very good 
month for us. 

Christmas day was an amazing day, with 
the usual coming together of family 

and friends at this magical time of year. 
However the number of you who came 

to the Bell was incredible, perhaps it was 
Teresa's canapes and mince pies. The 


garden, which was great to see looked 


— 
X. 
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like a summer day, with most of the tables 
occupied. It was also great to see so many 
wonderful Christmas Jumpers, I think 

we should have a Christmas day Jumper 
competition next year, as well as an outside 
bar if the weather is as good. Thanks for 
coming to the Bell on this day, it was great 
to see you. 

2020 marks our 25th year at the Bell, we 
thank you for your support over this time. 
To mark the occasion we will be holding 

a few events during the year. We hope you 
will be able to join us. Keep an eye on the 
newsletters, or send us your email and we'll 
keep you informed. 


Community 
Caring and Sharing 


\ 


with outstanding service, for you, for the last 25 years! 
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DIARY 
DATES 


Friday 14th February 
Valentine’s Day 


Book today and treat the one you love 
to a mouth-watering sumptuous meal 
at The Bell. 

If you can’t make the Friday don’t 
worry, we're having a Valentines 
Weekend. 

Tuesday 25th February 


Shrove Tuesday 
(Pancake Day) 


Our Chefs will put together some 
traditional and modern pancakes for 
you to enjoy! 


Sunday 22nd March 
Mother’s Day 


One of our busiest days of the year 
(please book early) 

with our full a la carte menu available 
including roast dinners. 


10th April 


Good Friday 
through to 13th April 


Easter Monday 
We will be open and serving food all 
day on these dates. 


\ 
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, Thanks to everyone who came 


to our successful Dickensian 
Evening in December, with 
your help, and that of a number 
of our suppliers to whom we 
are very thankful, we raised 
£350 during the evening, which 
will be donated to Alzheimer’s 
Society. Making our annual 
total just under £700 thank 


you so much to all involved. 


Charles Dickens would have 

been very proud, over his life he 
supported in various ways over 43 
different charitable organizations, 
including Poor Man’s Guardian 
Society, The Birmingham and 
Midland Institute, the Metropolitan 
Sanitary Association, The Orphan 
Working School, the Royal Hospital 
for the Incurables and the Hospital 
for Sick Children. 


Alzheimer’s 
Societ 


United 
Against 
Dementia 


VEGANUARY ALL YEAR ROUND 


The Term Veganism was coined in 1944 by Donald Watson 
when he co-founded The Vegan Society and now in 2020 there 
are over 600,000 vegans. As well as 3.7 million Vegetarians 


apx 7% of the UK Population. 


We do our best to cater for all of our customers, here is a sample of 
our vegan menu. And we also have an excellent vegetarian menu 
you don’t have to be vegan or vegetarian to occasionally try these 


tasty options. 


VEGAN MENU SAMPLE 


TO START 
Breaded Mushrooms with Aioli 
Mixed Olives and Rustic Breads 


Avocado Fries with Harissa Mayo 
Seasonal Chilled Melon and Fruit 


7.50 
5.50 
6.95 
4.95 


The Good Pub Guide 2020 
Warwickshire Dining Pub of the 
YearThe Bell Inn, Welford-on-Avon 


We were absolutely blown away at be awarded Warwickshire 
County Dining Pub Of The Year 2020, we feel very lucky, 
humble and honoured to receive the award. 

We have some excellent businesses in the county, making the 
award even more special to receive. 


It’s the eighth time in 13 years 
we have received the award, 
one of only a handful of pubs 
in Britain to have received the 
award as many times in such a 
short period of time. 

The award isn't one you can 
enter. You must be nominated 
by customers and the Good 
Pub Guide readers who report 
on their experience throughout 
the year, as they do with other 
similar businesses, meaning 
the award is based on actual 
customer experience, not an 
artificial judging process, 
making it a very special award 
to receive. 

We are truly proud and grateful 
to customers and Good Pub 
Guide readers for their kind 
words and nominations as 
well as their honesty in telling 
us when we do well, but also 
keeping us on our toes with 
invaluable feedback in areas 
we can improve. It’s a great 
relationship, and one we 
appreciate. The team will keep 
up their hard work to help 


The 


Country Inn at Welford-on-Avon 


ensure the dining experience of 
each and every one of our guests 
is as comfortable, memorable 
and delicious as possible. 


If you ask Colin what the 
secret to the Bell's success 

is he will tell you there is no 
secret. It’s a recipe containing 
generous amounts of passion, 
commitment and dedication. 
Add to that a wholesome and 
seasonal menu with the Best 

of British and global cuisine, 
utilising local and British grown 
and reared produce, all served 
in a friendly, unpretentious and 
relaxed atmosphere, and you're 
well on the way. 

Of course, that is only part of 
the story. We have a committed 
team of dedicated and 
hardworking individuals; most 
of whom have been with us for 
a number of years, and this is a 
key factor in the consistency 
our customers regularly 
comment on. 


A BIG THANK YOU to all 
who voted for us! 


The Bell Inn, Binton Road, 
Welford on Avon CV37 


telephone: 01789 750353 


8EB 


MAIN COURSE 
Warm Salad of Roasted Red Pepper with Avocado, 


Sauté Potatoes and Sundried Tomato and Chive Dressing 


Nicely Spiced Vegetable Curry with Basmati Rice 
Nut Roast 


with Roast Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables and Vegan Gravy 


Vegetable Lasagne served with Garlic Ciabatta Bread 


Indian Spiced Veggie Burger 
with Mango Chutney in a White Bap 


(Veganaise- Vegan Mayonnaise is available on request) 
SIDE ORDER: - Sweet Potato Fries and Aioli 
PUDDING 

Griddled Pineapple with Maple Syrup 


and Vegan Vanilla Ice- Cream 


Chocolate Brownie with Chocolate Sauce 
and Vegan Vanilla Ice- Cream 


Sticky Toffee Pudding with Vegan Vanilla Ice- Cream 


Valentine’s Day 
and Weekend Specials 
Sample Menu 
(available14th to 16th February) 


TO START 

Pan-Fried King Scallops 

with Chorizo and Sweet Chilli Jam eo 
Deep-Fried Feta Cheese and Sun-Dried Tomato 
with Asparagus Salad 

Goats Cheese Fritters 

with Honey and Courgette Salad 

Orange Scented Duck Liver Pate 

with Redcurrant Jelly and Warm Toast 

Fish Deli Board: +? 

Smoked Salmon and Créme Cheese Pate, Crab Fritters 
with Sweet Chilli Sauce, Breaded Plaice Goujons with 
Lemon Mayonnaise, Crispy Fried Whitebait, 

Mini Prawn Cocktail and Crusty Bread and Butter 


MAIN COURSES 


Baked Parmesan Cod >= 
with Lemon, Thyme and Parsley on Crispy Potatoes 


Wild Mushroom and Vegetable Galette 
with Parmesan and Wild Rocket Salad 


Chicken Supreme filled with Feta Cheese 


wrapped in Prosciutto on Sauté Potatoes with Sun-Dried 


Tomato, Basil and Olive Dressing 


Pave of Lamb with Redcurrant and Rosemary Gravy, 


Mini Gratin Potatoes and a Panache of Vegetables 


DESSERTS 
Ultimate Chocolate Cake with Clotted Cream 
Passionfruit Brulée with a Custard Kiss 


Strawberry and White Chocolate Profiteroles 


Raspberry and Champagne Posset with Heart Biscuit 


6.95 


8.75 


18.95 


19.95 


16.95 


16.95 


22.95 


7.95 
7.95 
7.95 
7.95 


MAIN MENU IS ALSO AVAILABLE 


Warwickshire Dining Pub of the Year Winner 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020. Colin & Teresa, Good Pub Guide - Licensees 
of the year 2019. The Times list of Britain's 30 best places to eat, drink and stay, 2019. Good Pub Guide 2019 - top ten listed pub 


email: info@thebellwelford.co.uk 
web: thebellwelford.co.uk 


FindusonEy Wo @TheBeliWelford 


Providing Quality Food with Outstanding Service for you! 


Community 


Hotment Jobs 


Jobs for January: General 
maintenance 

There is a lot of work you can do 
preparing your new or existing plot 
for the new season. Seed beds can be 
prepared for planting. Dig in compost 
or manure, weed then cover with 
fleece or tarpaulin to warm the soil 
before planting. 


Jobs for February: Prepare for the 
growing season ahead 

With spring ahead, February is the 
perfect time to get your allotment 
ready for some of the earliest outdoor 
sowings. There are also the last tasty 
harvests of winter salads like rocket 
and mizuna. 

There are plenty of indoor sowings 
you can start, before planting outside 
later in the year. Sow tomatoes, 
chillies and globe artichokes in a 
propagator, spinach and onions can be 
sown under cover outside. 

Harvest kale leaves 

Kale leaves are nutritious, both 
Cavolo Nero and purple Redbor are 
lovely varieties and hardy even in 
winter. 


Prune Autumn Raspberries 

Prune the old canes of autumn-fruiting 
raspberries which gives the new 
shoots plenty of time to grow and 
strengthen. 

Prepare beds for sowing 

Preparing beds before sowing begins 
in spring is one of the most important 
February allotment jobs. In doing so, 
you'll help to aerate, drain and warm 
the soil. When digging over, be sure to 
incorporate plenty of homemade 
compost or composted manure. 
Alternatively, give beds a dressing of 
organic matter, then cover in plastic 
for a few weeks to reduce weeds and 
arm the soil. 


Plant Rhubarb 

Choose a bright, open position and 
prepare the soil by digging deeply and 
incorprating plenty of rich, homemade 
compost. Plant the crowns so that the 
buds are level with the soil surface, so 
make sure your the hole is big enough 
to allow this. Firm in and water well. 
Let plants establish for two years 
before harvesting. 


22 Welford Matters « January | February 2020 


Sow broad beans undercover 

Sow indoors in deep pots or modules, 
before placing in a cool, frost-free 
place in a unheated greenhouse or 
cold frame. 


Pick mizuna and sow more 

Rocket, Mizuna and winter lettuce 
plants sown last autumn should now 
be ready to harvest. Sow more in your 
greenhouse or in a propagator in 
February where they’ll respond well 
to conditions of low light and cool 
weather. 


We have various sizes of plot 
available starting from £8 for a raised 
bed up to £43 for a full size plot per 
year. 

If you are interested in having an 
allotment please contact Linda 
Horrocks on 01789 750971 or email 
peterhorrocks@doctors.org.uk 


If you would like to join our growing band of supporters 
then please send your donation: 

* By cheque payable to Welford Matters and send to: 
The Treasurer at Grists Orchard, High Street, 
Welford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 8EF; or 

* Directly by bank transfer to the account “Welford 
Matters”, sort code 40-43-19, account number 
22230593 quoting your name as the reference. 

We will update and publish all the names of Friends in the 
magazine unless we are told otherwise and without 
specifying the amount donated. 

The current list of supporters (at the time of 
publication) is as follows. If you would like your name 
ee in a different as to the one listed — just email 

elfordmatters@gmai n and we will correct it for the 


next issue > 


CHURCH STREET 


“TASTINGS: 


WINE STORE NOW ONLINE 


www.churchstreettastings.co.uk 


To compliment our Wine Tasting Events 
our hand picked range of wines are now 
available to order. 

Affordable to Vintage. Vegan & Organic. 
Personal service, advice on food matching, 
gift buying, storage and free local delivery. 
Making wine buying effortless and enjoyable. 


Community 


Plus 4 others 
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local area please visit www.projectspaving.co.uk 


rojects 


Paving & 
Landscaping 


DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS 


Clay & Block Paving 
Tarmacing (Red or Black) 
Patios 


Brickwork 

Slabbing 

Gravel 

Landscaping We pride ourselves on our high 
: standards of workmanship 

Fencing 


Property Repairs We will beat any like for like 
genuine written quote 

Roofing Repairs 

Driveway Maintenance (Pressure cleaning & Sealing - weed free) 


01926 674782 


M: 07961 358367 
E: projectspaving@icloud.com cj= a 


To see our Current range of work carried out in your 328 Alcester Road 
Wythall B47 6JR 


Meon Vale Activities 


Nosh and Natter - for older and disabled people 

Lunches are held on the second Monday in the month, 

unless advised otherwise. At Quinton and Admington Hall, 

Lower Quinton. Currently £8 per person, Transport can be 

provided (£3 return) 

No Luncheon in January 

February 10th Valentine Lunch 

March 9th Late Winter Warmer 

April 6th Early Easter Lunch (Changed this 
Luncheon because of Easter) 

We are looking for more volunteers to help with our 

luncheons on the day, so if you find that you have time to 

spare on the 2nd Monday in the month please contact 

Barbara on 01789 720630. 


Drop-in Coffee Mornings at Corbett House 
On the fourth Monday in the month, unless advised 
otherwise 


January 27th 10.30 - 12.00 

February 24th 10.30 - 12.00 (Plus a pancake) 
March 23rd 10:30 - 12:00 

Trips 4 U 


Summer Holiday Thursday 1 1th June - Monday 15th June 
Weare off to the Isle of Anglesey. Beaumaris at the Hotel 
Bulkeley in the centre. For more information and cost please 
contact Barbara on 01789 720630 


NEW 

3M's Cafe - MEON . MEMORIES . & MORE 

For people living with Dementia and their carers or family 
member at Quinton and Admington Village Hall. Friendly 
place to meet and share experiences. Careers meeting 
Carers. Free of Charge. Cuppa. Biscuits. Cakes, Chat. Craft. 
Music. Games. Entertainment. Raffle. Transport can be 
arranged. On Wednesdays 5th & 19th February; 4th and 
18th March 

For more information please contact Tracy on 01789 720820 
or Barbara 01789 720630 


Have YOU got 2hrs to spare on the Ist or 3rd Wednesday 
each month? We need your occasional help. To find out 
more please contact us, details above. 


Christmas Hamper-time Collections 2019 

A big thank you to Tesco; Waitrose; Foodbank; Salvation 
Army; Meon Medical Centre; Welford School and all the 
individuals who made donations or helped to sort/deliver the 
hampers, for the needy people in our community. It meant so 
much to them and in fact made Christmas for them. 


Community 


Parent/Carer, Toddler and Babies Group 

Every Thursday 10:15 am to 11:45 am (except school 
holidays when the time is 10:30 am to 12 noon) at Meon 
Vale Village Hall. We welcome all babies and toddlers from 
0-5. Free entry - come along and enjoy, special Babies 
Corner, play, craft, singing and fun. Refreshments are 
supplied. A good meeting place for mums, dads and 
grandparents. Open over school holidays when older siblings 
are welcome. We currently operate a Swap Shop on the Ist 
Thursday in the month for clothes, toys, books. Also every 
now and again we have a new 3.2.1 sale. 


Meon Messy Church 

Will now be held on the Ist Saturday in the month at Meon 
Vale Village Hall 4 - 6pm. Come along and join in the fun 
with story, singing, crafts and finishing with refreshments. 
February Ist; March 7th; April 4th 

All welcome — No charge. For more information please 
contact Revd. Andrew Goy 


Community Bingo 

7 for eyes down 7:30 pm at Meon Vale Village Hall. All 
welcome great prizes and a great tombola. Children over 10 
welcome with an adult. No bar, so bring your own drinks; 
refreshments at the interval. February 20th; March 19th. 


Welford Wives 


In December the Wives met at the Three Ways 
Hotel (Pudding Club) for their annual Christmas 
lunch. A good time was had by all and the food 
whether 2 or 3 courses was as excellent as ever. 

As this was the start of the festive period, 
everyone was in high spirits ready for the rest of the 
month’s celebrations. 

We have recently had our first meeting in January 
2020 and we have a varied program for this year. 

Our next meeting on Sth February is a talk about 
the Heart of England Forest Trust and Felix Dennis. 

We have changed our meeting venue and time 
and we will now meet in the Memorial Hall at 
7.45pm still though on the first Wednesday of the 
month. 

As a group of over 34 Ladies, we are always 
looking to encourage new members to join and for 
new topics and guest speakers to present. 

Our next meeting is on February 5th and if you 
are interested in coming along, please do get in 
touch with us. 
Sue Hook 
Christine Cooper 


751400 
750667 
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MY CAREER Anne McMahon 


= = NOTARY PUBLIC 
an 


M Action 
Documents for other countries: 
v Powers of Attorney 
Inheritance papers 
ee how to make your CV stand Certified copy ID/qualif ications 
; Consent to travel 


Stuck on the ‘additional information’ Legalisation (Apostille) 
section of an application form? Spanish translations 


Putting off writing that UCAS personal 
statement? 


Whether you are applying for university or applying for jobs, 
your application will only be given a few seconds to impress. U K Lasting Powers of A ttorney (LPAs): 


It's hard to sell yourself — you can easily forget to mention skills, ¥ Home visits by arrangement 
qualities and experience that you take for granted using 


positive and concise language. v Friendly & efficient service 


| am a fully qualified Careers Adviser with over 20 years of v Competitive rates 
experience advising both young people and adults. Contact me 
for more information with no commitment. 


at For more information, please ring 07769 655413 
WCG Warwickshire Careers Guidance or email: annem.mcmahon@btinternet.com 


Janine Jackson: 01789 721886 
Email: jjhome@madasafish.com 


www.annemcmahon.co.uk 


Peter Clarke 


More and more people start their search at Peter 


Clarke, we have the largest selection of property. 


@ Wellesbourne Peter Clarke and Co LLP Estate and Letting Agents, 
Chartered Surveyors 
Six offices serving South Warwickshire and The 
North Cotswolds 


eet ce ence Residential Sales and Lettings 
Chipping oi e Land and New Homes 


Campden Dedicated Property Management Department 
Commercial 


Stratford upon Avon 01789 415444 Leamington Spa 01926 429400 Wellesbourne 01789 841114 
Shipston on Stour 01608 260026 Chipping Campden 01386 770044 Henley in Arden 01564 795757 


www.peterclarke.co.uk 


Primary School News 


Life for the pupils at Welford on Avon Primary has 
continued to be very busy. Here are a few highlights 


WELFORD COUNCIL SUMMIT 

We had a very important meeting at Welford in December 
when the Welford on Avon Parish Council, our school 
parent council and school pupil council met to discuss 
environmental issues in our local area. The school council 
talked about their eco bricks and recycling projects and the 
Parish Council said they would help promote these issues 
through ‘Welford Matters’ while the parent council said 
they could help with encouraging parents to reduce the use 
of single use plastic in school lunchboxes. This was a very 
productive and positive meeting and we hope to meet 
again in the near future. If you would like to get involved 
or have any ideas that would help with the reduction of 
single use plastic in our school and village, please get in 
touch. 


JUNIOR HISTORY SOCIETY 

With the invaluable help of Brad Plimmer, the school has 
set up a Junior History Society. They meet about twice a 
term and have completed projects including, the history of 
the school, the suffrage movement, the history of the 
moon landing and more recently have researched the 
history of ‘The Beatles’. It is hoped that by setting up the 
Junior Society we are encouraging the younger generation 
to take an interest in history both locally and nationally. 
Perhaps some of the current participants may wish to join 
the Welford and Weston Society at a later date. Thank you 
to Brad for volunteering to help deliver these sessions. 


NOSH AND NATTER 

Our Year 5 class will be hosting a Coffee Morning for the 
local ‘Nosh and Natter’ group on Monday 24th February 
in our school hall. The children have just completed some 
work on WW2, including looking at child evacuations and 
they will be sharing this information with the group. They 
will also be entertaining the group with songs and poems. 
It is a great way for the pupils at Welford to get involved 
with a different generation of villagers and talk about their 
life experiences. 


NEW HALL/ NURSERY CLASSROOM AND 
RESOURCE CLASSROOM 

We are pleased to announce that the school hall is near 
completion and will be opened very soon. We are 
delighted to have this much needed extension to the school 
which provides additional space for us to deliver our 
school curriculum. We hope in time it will be available for 


Community 


the local community to use after school and at the 
weekends. We will soon be organising an ‘open day’ when 
the local community will be welcome to come and view 
our new facilities. A date will be arranged shortly. Thank 
you to local residents for putting up with any disruptions 
during this building project; your patience has been greatly 
appreciated. 


CLLR PETER BARNES 

It is with great sadness that we heard that news that our 
longest serving Governor Cllr Peter Barnes had passed 
away. 

Cllr Barnes served as a dedicated Governor at Welford 
on Avon Primary School for 27 years. He was extremely 
knowledgeable about governance and eager that the pupils 
at Welford received the best possible education. He visited 
regularly; often cycling to school with his loyal dog Max 
running alongside him. He took a great interest in the day 
to day life of the school including attending our annual 
school council elections where he resumed his role as 
returning officer. His charismatic personality will be 
irreplaceable and he will be missed greatly by our school 
community. Our thoughts are with his family at this 
difficult time. 


Welford Matters 
on Facebook 


Since the last issue of Welford Matters we have 
seen the number of Facebook followers increase 
from 90 to 214 which is great news. If you are a 
Facebook user please support Welford Matters by 
signing up as a “follower” and by posting news and 
events and by promoting the village’s clubs and 
societies. 

The Welford Matters Facebook page has seen a 
number of different topics posted online. These 
include: 

¢ The village flooding during November — 
Facebook was used to help keep people updated 
on the status of the river and whether the bridge 
was passable. 

The recent power outage in Chapel Street. 
Traffic lights out of action through Binton 

The sad news of the loss of our District 
Councillor, Peter Barnes — this reached over 
1,400 people, the largest by far to date 

* Weekly reports from Alcester Police 

« A missing drone and a missing jellycat bunny 
Please keep your posts coming! 
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BRAND NEW RESIDENTIAL 
PARK HOME DEVELOPMENTS 


NO ESTATE AGENT FEES NO STAMP DUTY NO LEGAL FEES COUNCIL TAX BAND A 


An exquisite and sought after village location, just 5 miles from Stratford-upon-Avon, this residential 
park home development is situated on the banks of the river Avon, boasting large gardens, private 


Lipide prstige fishing and boat moorings. Open Viewings Every Saturday & Wednesday. 


Leseenrys Riverside Lining 


sh, 
Se 
aS Situated on the very edge of the stunning Cotswolds, this new development has great transport links 
to Stratford-upon-Avon and Evesham and will offer buyers exceptionally high standards in a secure, 


Marsto . Edge gated community. Open Viewings Every Saturday & Thursday. 


Luxury Living from £220,000 


FULLY FURNISHED 

PETS WELCOME 

PRIVATE BOAT MOORINGS 
GENEROUS PLOT SIZES 
EXCEPTIONAL LOCATIONS 
PERFECT FOR SEMI-RETIRED 
10 YEAR BUILD WARRANTY 
GATED & SECURE 
STUNNING VIEWS 


Avon Park, Warwick Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 ONS 
01789 299 492 info@avon-estates.co.uk 


Parish Council Update 


CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND 

Cllr Kennedy has arranged all necessary works to ensure 
that the playground is now safe for the children and we are 
hoping to make further improvements in the future. 


ROAD SAFETY 

New deer signs have been installed on Welford Hill. Cllr 
Perteghella has arranged a further meeting with County 
Road Safety and Highway teams and with Cllr Mike 
Brain, regarding traffic calming measures in our village. 
Four measures have been identified as feasible and the 
Parish Council is working with County Highway to 
implement these. 


VILLAGE PATHWAYS 

Many residents have been delighted to see the progress of 
the improvements to the village pathways. Cllr Barbour 
has been working closely with our footpaths contractor, 
Limebridge, seeking to continue these works as funds, 
resources and the British weather allows! 


SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE 

Clir Carter has written to Severn Trent and cc’d Stratford 
District Council this week with regard to the issue of the 
sewerage and drainage issues within the village. The 
Parish Council is working closely with Cllr Brain to put as 
much pressure on Severn Trent and Stratford District 
Council as possible to get these issues dealt with and the 
support of residents is gratefully appreciated, please do 
continue to contact Severn Trent if you are aware of any 
issues. An abridged copy of the letter is below. 

‘In recent weeks the sewerage and drainage 
infrastructure in Welford-on-Avon and Weston-on-Avon 
has failed and Severn Trent Water have been pumping and 
transporting sewage via tanker due to the failure of the 
system, including the pumping station at Weston-on-Avon. 

In addition to the failure of the Weston-on-Avon 
pumping station, four manholes in different parts of the 
Welford-on-Avon have been over-flowing sewage onto the 
streets creating large floods / pools of toxic waste water in 
Chapel Street, Quineys Leys, Church Lane and Pool 
Close. These are the ones we know about but there may be 
more. 

The Pool Close incident you will be aware of because 
both Severn Trent Water and Mr Nadhim Zahawi, our 
local MP, were contacted by the residents of Pool Close 
because their houses were actually flooded due to a 
blocked drain and the mix of flood water and sewage in 
their houses caused significant illness in one of the 
families living there. 
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There have also been numerous reports of pet dogs 
being taken ill since the flooding and sewage issues 
emerged, we can only think that this is due to raw sewage 
still existing on the roads and in puddles around the 
village. 

Severn Trent Water has had jetting lorries and pumping 
vehicles in Welford and Weston for the last four or five 
weeks non- stop and only finished just before Christmas 
clearing the Welford backlog at the Weston-on-Avon 
pumping station (this pumping station takes all the sewage 
from both villages). 

The Parish Council has been saying for a number of 
years that the sewerage and drainage infrastructure in 
Welford-on-Avon just cannot cope with the existing 
demand and recent events has proved this to be correct. 
We have added 122 new houses, constructed since 2011 
within or adjacent to the built-up area and recent events 
have now proved the foul drainage system cannot take any 
more houses until repairs and/or upgrades are designed, 
installed and commissioned. 

The Parish Council and the village residents request 
that Severn Trent water make it very clear to either the 
Parish Council, SDC planning authorities or preferably 
both, that due to sewerage system infrastructure 
limitations no further housing can be supported until 
remedies have been put in place. 

Cllrs agreed unanimously at the meeting 7th Jan to object 
to any planning applications for new houses in the village 
until such time as a response has been received from 
Severn Trent. 

Welford-on-Avon Parish Council 


Mix is for people with additional 
needs, their families, 
friends and carers 


* Mix is about us and God 

* Mix has got food, drinks, music, drama, 
story telling, arts and crafts 

* Mix is free and it's for all ages 

* Mix is usually on the 3 Sunday of the 
month (except August and December) 

* Mix starts at 3.30 in the afternoon 

* Mix lasts an hour and a half 

* Mix is at the Barn, Waterloo Road, 
Bidford, B50 4JN 

* Mix works in partnership with local 
Christian churches 


Next MIX dates... 


Sundays - 16th February, 15th March 


If you normally need the support of a carer, please bring 
them too 


Flyers for MIX are available on the table near the door 
in St. Peter's Church, Welford 


To find out more 
e-mail Ruth Shipman (ruth.shipman@googlemail.com) 
or phone Yvette Grundy (01789 750006) 
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GARDEN SERVICES 


GRASS CUTTING, HEDGE TRIMMING 
SHED RE-FELT, SHED BASES, GRAVEL/TURF 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE Be ohn Salah: at Se Mita 


Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon, 


THE 


TEL: 01789 751377 = MOB: 07704 718333 The Barn spans over 3.000 sq ft of furniture, 


antiques and collectables. 


DEAN WARD 
5 MILLERS CLOSE 
WELFORD ON AVON 


BOOST YOUR CHILD’S 


CONFIDENCE 


— his centre is 


Contact your local Kumon Maths OFSTED 


and English Study Centre for a 
free assessment. REGISTERED ‘ 


Stratford-upon-Avon Study Centre 
Bob Mansfield 01789 772195 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV37 8RP 


)1789 721 399 @barna 2c a Die 
“Ieiti ons CObaINI eels. Rae Weil. Pismo neler yous cal abiidy cade 01789 721 399, info@barnantique.co.uk, www.barnantique.co.uk 


Aaron Middleton 


+44 (0) 7545 523 472 
hello@a-m-electrical.com 


A.’ Electrical 


From The Pillory To The Prison Cell 


A Short History of Criminal Sentencing 

by Ginny Davis 

Benjamin Franklin is widely credited with originating the 
phrase ‘nothing can be certain in this life except death and 
taxes’ back in 1789. To this short list I would respectfully 
add Crime and Punishment. In February 2018, I attended 
a talk at the Wellesbourne Local History Group entitled 
‘From The Pillory To The Prison Cell' given by Ginny 
Davis. Despite it being a raw winter day outside, the 
meeting venue was warm, welcoming and well-attended. 
The talk was highly entertaining and informative and 
many of the historical issues raised by the talk and 
associated questions were relevant to the UK today in 
respect of our current handling of crime and punishment. 
How should we respond to the fact, for example, that 
England and Wales currently imprison one of the highest 
proportions of their population in Western Europe and 
almost twice as many as Germany? 

After her talk I asked Ginny if she would be prepared to 
talk to The Welford and Weston Local History Society and 
she has kindly agreed to present it this year on March 27. 

Criminal trials in the 17th Century were short and swift. 
Defendants were not allowed to give evidence and were 
not entitled to legal representation. Petty criminals were 
named and shamed with public, physical chastisement in 
the stocks and pillory, and with whipping. Felons were 
frequently hanged and by the 18th Century two hundred 
crimes, ranging from theft to murder, were punishable by 
death. The English legal system was nicknamed “The 
Bloody Code” and there followed a period during which 
the courts employed imaginative fictions and devices to 
avoid the death penalty being carried out. Gradually the 
penal system introduced other forms of sentence: 
transportation, hard labour, penal servitude and eventually, 
imprisonment. 


Local History 


From The Pillory To The Prison Cell' chronicles this 
fascinating period of change in judicial and government 
treatment of criminals with reference to individual cases 
and examples of modern expressions which derive from 
the use of the death penalty. The talk is light-hearted, 
informative and entertaining but not for the faint-hearted. 
“Put your fingers in your ears” warnings are given when 
necessary. 

Ginny Davis has an interesting and wide-ranging 
background. She gained a first class honours degree in 
Law from the University of Cambridge and practised as a 
criminal barrister. She is married to a High Court Judge. 
She also writes and performs plays for theatre and has sold 
out two successive runs at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 
She is a regular speaker to U3A, Probus and WI groups 
throughout the Midlands. 

Ginny will present her talk on March 27th at 7.30pm in 
the Memorial Hall in Welford on Avon. She is a highly 
engaging personality and I hope that you will be able to 
attend. 

Mike Kearsey 


Welford Methodist Church Services 


all at 11 am unless otherwise indicated 


January 
Sunday 12th Morning Service led by 

Rev. Mark Rowland. 

Holy Communion and Covenant Service 
led by Rev. Richard Wilde. 

No Service. Worship at 10.30am at 


Stratford, Bidford, and Mickleton. 


Sunday 19th 
Sunday 26th 


February 
Sunday 2nd 
Sunday 9th 
Sunday 16th 


Morning Service led by Mr. Trevor Pethick 
Morning Service led by Mr. Peter Selby. 
Holy Communion led by 

Rev. Peter Powers 

No Service. Worship at 10.30am at 
Stratford, Bidford, and Mickleton 


Sunday 23rd 
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Renting in retirement? Now there’s an idea. 


Dine in or eat out? Swim or spa? The choice is yours. 
Release that all-important equity in your home, enjoy 
the freedom and flexibility, and live life your way at an 
Inspired Village. 


And now Inspired Villages offers a choice of homes 
to rent as well as buy. It’s the new way to retire. 


Get in touch for more details: GREAT ALNE 
Call 01789 867 281 
or visit: InspiredVillages.co.uk/Rental PARK 


Inspired in Warwickshire 


Maudslay House, Woodlands Drive, 
Great Alne Park, Warwickshire, B49 6HS *Limited number of rental properties available. 


As we enter into a new decade I 
would like to wish everyone a Happy 
& Prosperous 2020. I would also like 
to sincerely thank my Parish 
Councillors, Village Activists and my 
Constituents who seek to keep our 
villages rural in every respect and 
also assist in my daily duties. I look 
forward to working with you all again 
during 2020. 

Thank You, 

Mike 


ey 


} 
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DEER AND ROAD SAFETY SIGNS 
- WELFORD HILL 

I’m pleased to report that the above 
signs have now been installed with 
the co-operation of Welford-on-Avon 
Parish Council and local residents, 
which hopefully will reduce the speed 
of vehicles and enhance road safety 
and reduce deer fatalities at this busy 
crossing point. The signage was 
financed from my County 
Councillor’s Delegated Transport 
Budget and £500 from the Parish 
Council for the initial survey and 
design. Thanks to everyone involved. 


FUTURE ROAD SAFETY 
FEATURES 
Together with the Parish Council and 
Senior Council Officers we are now 
putting together further road safety 
measures in the village following two 
meetings with all stakeholders. This 
includes a wish list of the following, 
which again I will fund from my 
Transport Delegated Budget with a 
donation from the Parish Council if 
they are implemented. All will 
enhance the Safer Routes to School 
Agenda and will help to reduce the 
speed of vehicles. 
¢ Polymer Pedestrian Crossing 
Maypole Green/ Village Hall. 
¢ Polymer Pedestrian Crossing High 
street Bell Green and realigning of 
the Avon Way Footpath to 
improve crossing visibility for 
walkers and drivers. 
¢ Bollard installation at Bell Inn 
footpath - near car park - and 
associated signing on Binton Road. 


County Councillor's Report 


Chicanes, which are known to reduce 
speed, were considered but under the 
village’s NHP the “Dark Sky” Policy 
ruled them out as they would require 
street lighting, compromising this 
policy. 

We are still investigating funding 
for a new Gateway scheme at the 
Long Marston end of the village, 
which came about as a result of 
extending the 30 mph limit sometime 
ago. 

Dr Manuela Perteghella Welford- 
on-Avon’s Parish Councillor for 
Traffic, Speed & Enforcement is 
trying to organise a Safe 
Driving/Road Safety event for our 
village in the new year. Both Manuela 
and myself work closely together on 
these matters. 


WARWICKSHIRE ROADS 
RANKED TOP IN UK FOR 
SECOND YEAR 

Warwickshire County Council has 
been named the UK’s joint top 
performing county council for 
highway maintenance in national 
highways and transport survey for the 
second year in a row. 

Warwickshire was among 111 
highway authorities, including 28 
county councils, which took part in a 
national independent survey which 
looks at satisfaction with highways 
and transport services. 

The National Highways and 
Transport (NHT) Satisfaction Survey 
is carried out annually by Ipsos Mori 
and is the largest survey of local 
opinion about transport and highways 
in the UK. Nearly 100,000 members 
of the public from across the country 
take part. 

Warwickshire came out top for 
public satisfaction amongst county 
councils for highway maintenance, 
dealing with potholes and undertaking 
cold weather gritting. The council 
also ranked amongst the best in other 
areas, including condition of 
pavements, speed of repairto > 
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If you need help and inspiration with your home, please pop in and see us. 


WE CAN HELP YOU MAKE YOUR HOUSE A HOME! 


Interior design service, free measuring and advice, bespoke curtains and blinds. 


Professional fitting, furniture, accessories and much more in our showroom. 


www.abfabinteriors.co.uk 


4 Charlotte Ward 
ii Physiotherapy 


Experienced physiotherapist providing 
thorough assessment and treatment for a 
wide variety of conditions including: 


* Muscle and joint pain 

* Sports’ injuries 

* Whiplash 

* Neck pain 

+ Low back pain and sciatica 

* Headaches 

* Rehabilitation following surgery and fracture 

+ Arthritic problems such as osteoarthritis of hip/knee 
* Work related pain 


tet: 07714583533 
Email: charlotteward928@btinternet.com registered 


Clinics in: Welford on Avon and 
Wildmoor Spa 


www.hcpe-uk.org 


We have moved into bigger and better premises at Stratford Garden Centre. 


ae Visit us at The Shopping Courtyard, Stratford Garden Centre, Clifford Chambers 


info@abfabinteriors.co.uk 
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01789 264173 


JESSICA STEVENS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


Timeless and relaxed professional photography 


FAMILY | NEWBORNS | EVENTS | WEDDINGS | CORPORATE 


» 


“pe 


jessicastevensphotography.com 


Contact Jessica 
jessica@jessicastevensphotography.com 
01789 750494 / 07506 912906 
5 Headland Close, Welford on Avon, CV37 8EU 


damaged roads, keeping drains clear 
and speed of repair to street lights. 
My Opinion: Although this is 
wonderful news for WCC and 
Residents we mustn’t be complacent 
as there’s still work to be done, so if 
you see a pothole or any other 
highway defect, then report it to me 
or, if possible, take a photo and report 
it online via the WCC website 
warwickshire.gov.uk 


DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE 
There have been a number of issues in 
the village with what is believed to be 
the capacity and damaged sewerage 
pipes. This has caused flooding and 
raw sewage to escape into houses and 
gardens, which is not acceptable. WCC 
and Severn Trent Water have carried 
out jetting and clearance works, but 
this has not got to the root of the 
problem as we are dealing with very 
old infrastructure, which in some cases 
require replacing or repair. 

Simon Carter (Parish Chairman) has 
been fully involved and recently wrote 
a strong letter to our MP, Severn Trent 
and WCC, which I fully supported, and 
I’ve requested a meeting with all 
parties (including residents) to resolve 
these long standing problems once and 
for all. We now await a response. 


HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY FOR 
WARWICKSHIRE BASED 
INITIATIVES 
Resources Directorate staff might like 
to know (and spread the word) that 
funding opportunities are available for 
innovative community-based 
initiatives that promote health and 
wellbeing across Warwickshire. 
WCC has made funds available to 
community and voluntary sector 
groups under the countywide health 
and wellbeing grants programme. 
South Warwickshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group has also 
provided additional funds for projects 
in South Warwickshire. 


Groups can bid for funding from 
£5,000 to a maximum of £10,000 per 
initiative. Projects must be delivered 
in Warwickshire and need to address 
one or more of the following health 
and wellbeing priorities: 

¢ Children and young people health 
and wellbeing 

¢ Promoting healthy ageing 

¢ Mental health and wellbeing 

¢ Healthy lifestyles 

¢ Support for carers 

¢ Housing and homelessness 

¢ Transport and road safety 

¢ Reducing inequalities in health and 
wellbeing outcomes 
The online application opened on 
Wednesday 18 December 2019 and 
closes at 12 noon on Monday 3 
February 2020. 

Organisations are asked to submit 
an application online via csw- 
jets.co.uk. Once the application is live 
it can be viewed under ‘Tenders’ and 
found by searching either ‘WCC- 
8587? or ‘Warwickshire Public Health 
Grant Funding’. 

Support from Warwickshire 
Community and Voluntary Action 
(CAVA) is also available to voluntary 
and community groups with the 
application process. There is no cost 
for this support. Contact Tracy 
Southam, Mid Area Manager via 
tracy@weava.org.uk if you require 
advice or support. WCAVA will be 
holding a grant application training 
workshop to support groups interested 
in applying for a grant. The workshop 
will be held in Rugby Borough on 
20th January (am). Booking details 
will be available in the funding 
application. 

Priorities for funding allocation have 
been identified following assessments 
of local health and wellbeing needs 
(Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, 
(JSNA)). Further information can be 
found here at warwickshire.gov.uk/ 
joint-strategic-needs-assessments-1 
For more information, contact: 
dphadmin@warwickshire.gov.uk 
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UPDATE OF FUTURE WORKS 
PLANNED OR IDENTIFIED BY 
WCC LOCALITIES OFFICER AT 
MY REQUEST 

Welford on Avon 

- Carriageway patching on High 
Street 

- Carriageway patching nearby 
Samantha Close. 

- Footway on High Street. This 
has been put forward as No 1 
priority on the footway 
reconstruction programme for my 
area. It is currently being 
assessed and looked into by the 
Delivery Team to determine 
when it will be likely to be 
completed. 

- Headland Road has been put 
forward onto the forward 
programme for resurfacing. 


Weston on Avon 

- Sweeper to clear mud from the 
road which was left behind by 
Severn Trent's recent haulage 
operation from the pumping 
station 
Remedial works to passing bays 
(informal) to even-out rutting. 
Walkabout footway survey 
identified what may be needed in 
the area. From this Barton Road 
has been put forward for 
reconstruction due to the poor 
condition at the eastern end. 
Depending on what the Delivery 
Team come up with we may need 
to undertake some patching to 
make this area good in the short 
term. 


If there are any other areas of 
concerns from the Parish or 
residents regarding footways I 
would be pleased to hear them. 
Best Wishes 

Mike Brain 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 
mikebrainuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Home: 01789 720728 
Mobile: 07980 308568 


January | February 2020 * Welford Matters 35 


* En- Suite Bathrooms 

* Country Breakfast 

* Wi-Fi 
A lovely welcoming B&B located in the Beautiful 
riverside village Weston on Avon within easy reach of 
Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. 


Bookings and Enquiries 
Telephone: 01789750688/07909227690 
E-mail: info@threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 


www.threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 


NICOLA MCGINN 


We offer a range of treatments: 
* Dermalogica Skincare Treatments 
« Non-Surgical Face Lifting 
« Professional Exfoliation 
« Led Light Therapy 
« Skin Tightening For Body & Face 
» Inch Loss For Body 
* Shellac Manicures & Pedicures 
» Waxing & Threading 
« Eye Treatments 
* Sports Massage & Remedial Massage 
* Acupuncture / Therapeutic Ultrasound 
for Injuries Sy | LJ 
« Pilates Training = 
- Private Treatment Room | | 
- Flexible Appointments 
- Established 1997 
- Binton, CV37 9TP q i) 
| www.nicolamcginnskincare.co.uk 
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New Builds / Extensions / Conversions 


M: 07972 203 422 
T: 01789 751 345 
E: enquiries@avonarchitecture.co.uk 
W: avonarchitecture.co.uk 
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REGISTERED PRACTICE 


‘ 


SEAN FEENEY 
furniture 


Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 
Restorer of Fine Antiques 


Multi award-winning Master Crafisman 
Berry Hill Studio 
Weston-on-Avon 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 


07821 330 362 


enquiries(@seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


Wine & Me 


Going back to basics... 

Well almost everyone we know is 
trying to not drink. The husband and I 
cannot comprehend this. Christmas 
has been and gone, you’re back to 
work, the kids are grumpy, it’s dark, 
cold and damp — why on earth would 
anyone want to then pile on additional 
misery by depriving yourself of the 
only thing that takes the edge off - a 
large glug of delicious fruity wine?! 
So, just to let you know, those on 
‘Dry January’ good luck to you, and 
we’ve got your share covered! For us, 
January is when we break out the 
good stuff we’ve had squirrelled away 
and toast the demise of the twinkly 
tree (or trees as it is in our house — I 
love Christmas so we have 3!). This 
year we’re enjoying delicious full 
flavoured white burgundy and soft 
plummy Bordeaux. Hopefully by the 
time you read this you’ll all be back 
with us in the land of the living! 

I’m preparing a new training 
course so this month and it’s all about 
going back to basics. You’ve only got 
yourselves to blame, I did ask for you 
to come back to me with requests of 
what you’d like to hear more on, so 
it’s not just back to school for the 
kids! 


Wine 101 

Now, wine can technically be made 
with any fruit. If you grew up in the 
70’s and 80’s, as we did, you may 
well remember the terrible smell 
coming from the airing cupboard as 
men up and down Britain sought to 
concoct their own brews. Indeed, the 
father-in-law will still regale any 
available audience on the wonder of 
the Elderberry wine he claims he was 
famous for in years gone by. The 
husband’s left eye still twitches 
whenever any such brew is 
mentioned! For now though, I’m 
going to be sticking with wine made 
with grapes! But they aren’t the 


grapes we pick up at the supermarket. 
Wine grapes (or Vitis Vinifera if you 
want to sound like a real “oenophile”’) 
are smaller, sweeter, have thick skins 
and, unlike the grapes found in our 
fridge, they have seeds! 

There are literally thousands of 
different varieties within the Vitis 
Vinifera species. For example, the 
most common is one you will 
definitely know - Cabernet Sauvignon 
— so you can see that, nowadays, most 
of us choose (or don’t choose) our 
wines because of the grape variety. 
This is completely understandable, 
you try something, you like it (or 
don’t like it) and that guides the 
decisions you then make about what 
you buy. But it's worth bearing in 
mind that you may be missing out on 
some fabulous wines just because you 
perhaps tried something once (and 
Chardonnay is a classic example of 
this), that you didn’t enjoy and to this 
day you avoid it like the plague! 
Whereas the truth is, the same grape 
type can taste very different 
depending on a number of variables. 
A great example being Chardonnay, a 
varietal many people still steer clear 
of because of a poor experience with 
‘oaked Chardonnay’ (where the wine 
is aged in oak barrels and the wood 
infuses the wine) versions in years 
gone by. Un-oaked Chardonnay is a 
completely different experience and 
there are some wonderful ones out 
there that you’re missing out on if you 
still swerve this grape (I’ll come back 
to this subject a bit more in a 
moment). 

The actual amount of any particular 
grape in a wine also depends on 
where the wine comes from. “Single- 
Varietal” Wines are made primarily 
from one grape. To be classified as 
such, in most European countries, the 
percentage required is 85%, in other 
New World Countries it is between 
75%-80%. 

Sometimes people infer that 
Single-Varietal must be better than 


Food and Drink 


“blended wine’, as it’s a principle 
many people know from Scotch where 
a ‘Single Malt’ is definitely 
considered superior to a blend. But its 
not really the same with wine as the 
blending of wine has long been the 
traditional method of winemaking 
which happens, usually, when the 
wine has been fermented and aged. 
For example, Chateauneuf-du-Pape is 
a wine most people would recognise 
the name of and recognise as one that 
is considered ‘high quality’, normally 
with a price to match! Indeed, we 
have a couple of delicious examples in 
the rack we’ve been holding onto for 
‘dry January’ and a rack of lamb. 
What you may not know is that 
Chateauneuf-du-Pape is a Grenache- 
based blended wine. Officially, the 
region makes both red and white 
wines with up to 13 different grapes 
allowed in their blends. This is an 
exceptional number of grapes, blended 
for a bottle of exceptional wine, more 
commonly blended wines include 4 or 
5 different varieties. 

So, as mentioned before, the taste 
of your wine will depend on a number 
of factors. A key one is where your 
vine was planted in the world as the 
soil, the climate and the aspect 
(terrain) will all have an impact. The 
French call this “terroir”. Probably 
one of the clearest examples of this 
that you may have come across (or 
could quickly spot in a taste test at 
home) is the difference between a 
New Zealand Sauvignon and a French 
Sauvignon. The difference is so stark 
that Sauvignon drinkers will often be 
quite clear which camp they are in. 
For example, I’ve tried countless 
times to get my good friend Sarah to 
try a Kiwi Sauv Blanc but she spots 
them immediately purely by the 
aroma. Same grape, different Terroir. 

Whether you’ve given up, cut 
down or are continuing to enjoy a 
glass or two I’ll sign off by wishing 
you a happy and healthy 2020. 

Kerry 
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Community 


Community Speed Watch 


One of our members was recently driving through 
Ettington and noticed that the Community speed watch 
team were active. Thankfully he was obeying the speed 
limit but the point he noted was that the Ettington team 
was made up of younger members of the community. 

Unfortunately, the Welford team is largely made up 
of grumpy old men, thankfully joined on many 
occasions by a couple of younger ladies, however we 
could do with more active members and it would be a 
delight to welcome some of the younger members of 
the Welford Community. We appreciate we all now 
have very busy and active lives but an hour or so once 
or twice in a month will help improve our monitoring 
presence in Welford and reduce the speed through the 
village. We would be delighted to hear from you. 

On a personal note I was recently involved in a crash 
as I turned in to my drive on High Street. This was all 
to do with the speed of the third party driver who 
admitted he had seen me indicating to turn but was 
simply going too fast to stop. The damage to both 
vehicles was quite substantial. Thankfully it was my 
car and not one of my grandchildren. 

My campaign this year is to try and advertise the 
fact that Welford has an active Community Speed 
watch team. Our most effective deterrent is the signage 
we are obliged to put out when we are active. Put 
simply - speeds drop! We are told we cannot have signs 
advertising our activity on a permanent basis due to the 
“urbanisation” of the village, but what are the big red 
signs advertising a “changed” road layout at the 
Milcote turn! I would hope that in the near future we 
can install small signs on the 30 mph repeater signs 
along the High Street and Binton Road with reminders 
that a Community Speed watch team is active. 

We would appreciate your views and support. 
Happy New Year from the Speed Watch Team and do 
come and join us if you are interested in helping your 
community. 

Tan Edwards 
01789750269 
froswick.ie@gmail.com 
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Confirmation 2020 


Bishop Robert will be coming to conduct a ‘Confirmation’ 
Service in the Benefice on Sunday 10th May at 4 pm. 
Confirmation is an important service when we ‘confirm’ 
the promises made for us at our baptism or in other words, 
we affirm our own Christian faith for ourselves. During the 
service there will also be the opportunity for people to be 
‘accepted’ into the Church of England if they have been 
baptised/confirmed in another Christian church. 


Confirmation is open to both young people and adults and 
there will be preparation meetings for both groups. I suggest 
that young people should be in Year 6 of Key Stage 2. The 
meetings are a good way to explore our faith with others 
who are also thinking about confirmation and is a safe place 
to ask any questions you have about God, Jesus and the 
journey of faith. Details to be arranged. 

If you would like to be ‘confirmed’ at this service or want 
to know more, please contact Revd Ros Greenhalgh on 
01789 751546 ASAP in order that appropriate preparation 
can be arranged 

Further information about Confirmation can be found on 
the Church of England website: churchofengland.org/life- 
events/confirmations /confirmation-faqs 


John Cooper’s Foundation 
Studying for a Degree? 


If you are aged 18 or over, in full time education, 
studying for a first degree and live in Welford, Weston, 
Quinton, Pebworth, Long Marston, or Dorsington, then 
John Cooper’s Foundation may be able to provide a grant 
toward the cost of books and /or other course expenses. 
For further information, contact Tudor Griffiths (tel. 
750876) or Glenis Dyer (tel.750793 ). 
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The Local Music Scene 


This is traditionally a quiet time of the year so it is 
unsurprising that there is not a lot happening on the 
music front. There is also little change as far as local 
music venues are concerned so I have decided to only 
include these details periodically when there is something 
new to report. 

As always I would be interested to hear of any local 
artists or groups who are just starting out or who have 
any local events planned that we can promote in the 
magazine. 

Colin Winston 


What's On 


Pop-Up Nightclub 

8 pm Saturday 25th January @ The Other Place, 

22 Southern Lane, Stratford 

Live Drum DJ Set from Mind The GAP. 2 course street 
food. Proceeds in aid of Home Start South Warwickshire 
Tickets £37 from eventbrite.com 


Soundbites: Lunchtime Concerts 
1 — 1:30 pm every Wednesday @ Holy Trinity Church 
5 Feb — KES Sixth Form trio (violins and piano) 
12 Feb — Paul Carr (organ) 
19 Feb — Fumi Otsuki (violin) 
26 Feb — tbc 
4 Mar — KES A level students 
11 Mar — KES A level students 
18 Mar — tbe 
25 Mar — tbc 
Free admission, retiring collection. Refreshments from 
12.30 pm (Friends of the Music of Holy Trinity Church 
Stratford). See stratford-upon-avon.org/soundbites for later 
additions and changes. 


Three's a Crowd 

8 pm Saturday 2nd February @ The Tramway Inn, Shipston 
Road, Stratford 

Local covers band playing 70’s, 80’s, 90’s pop/rock through 
to today. 


Music 


THE RUDOLF KEMPE SOCIETY 
IN SUPPORT OF YOUNG MUSICIANS 
Registered Charity Number 280436 


Sunday 2 February 2020 7.30pm 
STUDIO at THE MUSES 
NOW THRIVE THE ARMOURERS 


MICHAEL MEARS performs a dramatized reading from 
THE GREAT WAR OF CIVILISATION 
by war correspondent ROBERT FISK 


Following the tremendous success of his play ‘THIS EVIL THING’ performed for us in 
2017, we welcome back MICHAEL MEARS, a longstanding member of the National Theatre, 
the RSC and the Peter Hall Company, one of the most versatile actors of his generation 
Michael has made an international name for himself with several one man shows, in which 
he tackles topical subjects that are of social and political relevance to all of us. 

The virtuosity and intensity of his performances are utterly captivating and compelling, 
leaving the audience not only with food for thought but the feeling that a difference in 
today’s troubled world can be made. 


Tickets — Standard £20, RKS Friends £15, Students £5, under 18 free — by email from 
sales@rudolfkempesociety.org or via our website www.rudolfkempesociety.org 
IN AID OF THE RUDOLF KEMPE SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL YOUNG ARTISTS PLATFORM 


Orchestra of the Swan — Immortal Beloved 

7:30 pm Tuesday 25th February @ Stratford Playhouse, 
Rother Street CV37 6LU 

Schumann Genoveva, Overture 

Beethoven Piano Concerto No.5 

Schumann Symphony No.2 

Conductor Jason Lai 

Piano Lauren Zhang 

Lauren Zhang, winner of the BBC Young Musician of the 
Year 2018 and a student at the Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire, makes her debut with OOTS. 

For more details see https://orchestraoftheswan.org/whats- 
on/ Tickets £10 - £29.50 from Stratford Playhouse 


Bochmann String Trio 

3 pm Sunday 23rd February @ Shakespeare Institute, 
Church Street CV37 6HP 

Schubert Trio in Bb 

Beethoven Trio in C minor Op 9 No 3 

Mozart Divertimento in Eb K563 

Tickets £20, students £5, 01608 662597 (Stratford-on-Avon 
Chamber Music Society) 


Carducci String Quartet 

7:30 pm Sunday 22nd March @ Shakespeare Institute, 
Church Street CV37 6HP 

Borodin String Quartet No 2 in D 

Shostakovich String Quartet No 7 in F# 

Beethoven String Quartet Op 59 No 3 'Razumovsky’ 
Tickets £20, students £5, 01608 662597 (Stratford-on-Avon 
Chamber Music Society) 


January | February 2020 * Welford Matters 39 


What's on in Welford 


History Society: Education & Schooling 
7:30 pm Friday, 31st January - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 4th February - Memorial Hall 


Welford Wives Talk - Heart of England Forest Trust 
7:45 pm Wednesday, 5th February - Memorial Hall 


Snowdrop Open Garden 
11:30 am Monday 10th and 11th February - Elm Close, 
Binton Road 


Board Games Afternoon 


2:00 pm Tuesday, 11th February - Memorial Hall 


Avon Cat Rescue Jumble Sale 
Saturday, 15th February - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting 


7:15 pm Tuesday, 18th February - Chapel Rooms 


Drop In Coffee Morning 


10:00 am Wednesday, 19th February - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 3rd March - Memorial Hall 


Scouts Jumble Sale 
1:00 pm Saturday, 7th March - Memorial Hall 


Board Games Afternoon 
2:00 pm Tuesday, 10th March - Memorial Hall 


Drop In Coffee Morning 


10:00 am Wednesday, 18th March - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting 
7:15 pm Tuesday, 24th March - Chapel Rooms 


History Society: From Pillory to Prison 
7:30 pm Friday, 27th March - Memorial Hall 
members. Prizes for 


E Fi I i (G the top three teams on 


the night. There will be 
| a half time break for 


QUIZ DETAILS 


Teams of up to eight 


food and drinks. 


FOOD 

Home-made, wood 
fired pizza with a varie- 
ty of toppings, along 
with dips and nibbles. 


Vegetarians options 
available. 
WHEN DRINK 
Saturday February 29th, 2020 Alcoholic and non- 
7:30pm—tipm able throughout. 
WHERE RAFFLE 
ey ith a twist 
Welford on Avon Memorial Hall | tne winning ticket 
High Street, Welford on Avon must correctly answer 
the prize question or 
another ticket will be 
TICKETS 
£10pp—includes home-made 


CONTACT 

For any questions or 
ticket requests, con- 
tact Will Gough on 
07928 699202 or 
william.gough99 
@btinternet.com 


BENEFITING 


Welford on Avon 
Cricket Club 


pizzas and nibbles from Synder 
Meadow’s own “Hairy Bakers” 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW FROM 
THE MAYPOLE STORES 


Village Directory 


Parish Council 

Chairman, Welford Matters Liaison, Simon Carter 
Welford Sports Club Trustee 
Parish Council Clerk 


; Adele Street 
Responsible Finance Officer 


Vice Chair, Planning Jamie Hockaday 
Finance, Audit, Annual Accounts, Martin Lake 

Finance Process, Contracts 

Parish Council Website, Traffic, Manuela Perteghella 
Speeding, Enforcement 

Rights of Way, Footpaths, Cress Hill, Colin Barbour 
Parish Council Land Management 

Village Maintenance, Flood Action Group Natalie Kennedy 
Remembrance Day, Annual Parish Meeting, Kerry Williams 


Community and School Liaison, Publicity 


0771 521 1340 (office hours only please) 
welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


Community 


Allotments 
Linda Horrocks 
peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 


Art cour 
789 750940 (Jill Rose) 


istor pene. 
789 750716 (Brad Plimmer) 


nitting for Crisis 
789 750329 (Jan Harris) 


Oil Consortium 
01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) 
glenisdyer@gmail.com 


or co 


a 


Sports 


Welford Sports Club 
07974 147182 (Wyn Owen) 
wyn.owen@gmail.com 


Angling Club 
O89 B098 Brian Quelch) 


Bowls Club 
01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) 


Cricket Club 
07928 699202 (Will Gough) 
william.gough99@btinternet.com 


Amenities 
rote Beauty & Hair 
01789750002 
aspirebeautyandhair.com 
ll 
01789 750353 
ebellwelford.co.uk 
The Four Alls 


01789 751329 
efourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 


Maypole Stores 
0 TP e066 


Memorial Hall 
07548 129880 


Over 60s Club 
01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Scout & Guide Grout 
01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 


Welford Wives 
01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 


Police Community Support 
Officer yeeeh 


a Morris 
07890 512300 
Safer Neighbourhood Team 
alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


Juniors Football Club 
07713 070622 (Andy Newton) 
andrew.newton@adeptmanagement.com 


Seniors Football Club 
07833 545474 (Jack Hy 
murf_jack@hotmail.co.u 


Vets Football - The Fat Dads 
07711 887805 (James Kimpton) 
jameskimpo@btinternet.com 


Methodist Church 
Rev Audrey Simpson 
01789 267971 
evaes@googlemail.com 


St Peter's Church 
Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
01789 751546 


The Shakespeare 
01789 75038 


Welford Butchers 
01789 751566 
welfordbutchersanddeli@gmail.com 


Welford Garage 
01789 750200 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


